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Illustrated Compendium of the Three Powers,

compiled by Wang Qi, completed in 1607
This is a Chinese encyclopedia consisting of 106
volumes that were compiled by Wang Qi, a scholar of
the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644). The encyclopedia is
organized into 14 categories with illustrations and
texts which explain about heaven, earth and man.
Cang Jie, who appears in the section on man is a
legendary person considered to be the inventor of
Chinese characters in ancient China. According to a
legend, he realized that he could specify any animals
by looking at their footprints, and it gave him the idea
of designing characters. To portray his keen power of
observation, he is depicted as a man with four eyes.
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