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Pictures of Diseases Satirical, Utagawa

Yoshitsuya and others, late 19th century

The measles, cholera, and smallpox were
feared as deadly diseases during the Edo period,
prior to modern medical treatments. To ease
common people’s worries about the sicknesses,
many ukiyo-e (Japanese woodblock prints) were
created that depicted gods of illness prevention,
charms, methods of curing, and personified
diseases. The picture on display depicts
merchants punishing personified measles
because they had suffered heavily from the
pandemic of measles.



Museum note
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