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Shiji (Historical Records: Annals of Qin),

selected by Sima Qian, 97 BC

From the legendary period to the Former Han (202 BC - 8 AD),
Shiji covers about 2,500 years of Chinese history in a biographical
format. This edition was transcribed in Japan in the 12th century.
Shiji was used in imperial rites and in examinations for appomting
officials. “Wokototen symbols” or diacritical marks, which are
marks to aid in reading Chinese classics in Japanese, are drawn in
red beside Chinese characters with words indicating the
pronunciation of the Chinese characters. These enable us to
understand aspects of medieval Japanese culture and how
Japanese people once read Chinese classics.
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