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Matteo Ricci and Xu Guangqi,
1667 Amsterdam

Matteo Ricci was an Italian Jesuit missionary
who introduced Western science to China and
conveyed Chinese culture to the West. He
accepted Confucian customs such as ancestor
worship. Xu Guangqi was a Chinese scholar-
bureaucrat who studied with Ricci to excel in
both Confucian learning and Western science
and became the founder of modern science and
technology in China.
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