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New Book of Anatomy;, translated by

Sugita Genpaku, et al, 1774

This is the firstever translation of a Western anatomy
textbook mto Japanese, undertaken by a team of Japanese
doctors and Dutch scholars led by Sugita Genpaku. It was
during a dissection on an execution ground that Genpaku and
his colleagues recognized the accuracy of the Dutch anatomy
book, which mspired them to embark on the translation. The
illustrations in this book were expertly drawn by Odano
Naotake, a feudal retainer who had studied Western painting.
Inorder to effectively adopt the new knowledge, Genpaku and
his team had to create new Japanese words to accurately
translate the Dutch anatomical terminology.
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