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Macartney Meeting Emperor Qianlong,

James Gillray, 1792

In the late 18th century, the Great Britain dispatched
an envoy to China to conclude a treaty for trade with
China under an equal relationship. George Macartney,
a senator, was selected as an ambassador
plenipotentiary of the envoy. The Qianlong Emperor
admitted Macartney to have an audience in a detached
palace, but he rejected all the demands from the Great
Britain, including the abolition of the restrictions on
trade. This picture, drawn by a British caricaturist,
depicted the Qianlong Emperor as an arrogant emperor
and Macartney as a gentleman..
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