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The Old Summer Palace
(Yuan Ming Yuan), around 1785

The Old Summer Palace was a compound of
Western-style palaces and gardens in the suburb of
Beijing. There were Western architectures in the
Garden of Eternal Spring which was located in the
eastern side of the Old Summer Palace. The Jesuit
missionary Castiglione and his colleague Benoist
designed these gardens and buildings, and they are
known as the first genuine Western architectural
structures in China. In 1860, most of the Old Summer
Palace was turned into ruins by the British and
French army which occupied Beijing during the Arrow
War (the second Opium War).
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